A light and electron microscopical study of membranocystic lesions in a case of lupus erythematosus profundus.
A light and electron microscopical study on membranocystic lesions (MCL) in a case of lupus erythematosus profundus (LEP) is reported. The patient was a 16-year-old female who presented with subcutaneous nodules on both upper arms. The light microscopic features were consistent with LEP, and the result of an immunofluorescence band test supported this diagnosis. A peculiar finding in this case was MCL in the subcutaneous tissue. Ultrastructurally, these were thin membranes without a tubular structure and tortuous thick membranes composed of minute tubules. The lesions were very similar to the fatty tissue changes in membranous lipodystrophy. On the other hand, the basement membranes of the blood vessels were thickened and multilayered, and the lumina were narrowed by endothelial swelling and thickening of the vessel wall. Our findings suggest that the MCL in LEP result from circulatory disturbance of the fat tissue.